
Solve problems with length 
Remember these are words sums.  Think of what I always say… 

words and sums! Show me how you got your answers. 
 

Exercise 13.7    p. 74    17 May 2020 
 
1) Sipho has 14 pieces of cord.  Each piece of cord is 8 m long. What length of 

cord does Sipho have altogether? 
 
2) Kate has 100 cm of ribbon. She cuts it into 4 equal pieces. How long is each 

piece of ribbon? 
 
3) One day Lindiwe and Jeff walk to school together. Lindiwe leaves home earlier 

and meets Jeff at his house. After school they visit the library. Then they split 
up and walk home. 

a) How far did Lindiwe walk on that day? 

 Lindiwe’s house  Jeff’s house  School Library House 
     1 km   3 km  2000 m 2300 m 

 
b) How far did Jeff walk on that day? 

Jeff’s house  School  Library  House 
3 km   2000 m  2 km 

 
(Remember to convert when you are adding these lengths.   

Apples and apples….not apples and pears….1000 m = 1 km) 
 
4) Roy has three pieces of string. Their lengths are 450 mm, 367 cm and 1½ m. 

Approximately how many metres of string does Roy have? 

(When you have to do an addition sum with different units, you have  
to first convert the units. Remember what I always say about apples and 

apples….  
Let’s convert the units to “cm” to make it easier for us) 

 

450 mm = 45 cm 367 cm 1½ m = 150 cm 

 
Now you can do the sum easily! 

 
5) Elton cycled 12 670 m, 9 700 m, 10 673 m and 13 672 m in four days. 

It sounds very strange dear Grade 4, but it’s because they give us the  
lengths in “m”.  Remember when we think of very long distances  

we use “km”. 

a) Round each of the distances to the nearest 1 000. 

 12 670 m ≈ __________ m 
 9 700 m ≈ __________ m 



10 673 m ≈ __________ m 
 13 672 m ≈ __________ m 

b) Find the average distance Elton cycled each day. Write your answer in 
kilometres. 

When we want to work out the average, we add everything and  
divide it by the number of lengths. 

So….add the four distances and then you divide the answer by 4.  
Good luck, I know the numbers are big but I know you can do it! 

 

6) Ciaran walked 
 

 
 km, Alex walked 

 

 
 km, Calum walked 

 

 
 km and Cindi walked  

 

 
 km to visit Craig at his house. 

a) Find the distances that each friend walked in metres. 

We are now going to use the sums that we did in Exercise 12.3 on p. 65.  
Always remember that when you have to find a fraction of a whole, you have 

to use these sums. They will be your best friends! 
 

Ciaran: 
 

 
 km = 500 m  (

 

 
 of 1000:  1000 ÷ 2 x 1 = 500 m) 

Alex: 
 

 
 km = 250 m  (

 

 
 of 1000:  1000 ÷ 4 x 1 = 250 m) 

Calum: 
 

 
 km = 200 m  (

 

 
 of 1000:  1000 ÷ 5 x 1 = 200 m) 

Cindi: 
 

 
 km = 125 m  (

 

 
 of 1000:  1000 ÷ 8 x 1 = 125 m) 

You can copy the work that I wrote in red into your book. We worked out 
the sum together! I know it is difficult, but have faith, it becomes easier.  

“Practice makes perfect” 
 
b) Who walked the shortest distance? 

Now it’s easy to see the answer when you look at yours answers in question 
(a). 


